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CONTACT US

407.896.4231
info@omart.org

ADDRESS

2416 N. Mills Ave.
Orlando, FL 32803

This project was funded under the provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act from the Institute of Museum and Library Services.  Florida’s LSTA program is administered by the Department of State’s Division of Library and Information Services.

The Right Service at the Right Time is a 
statewide website designed to 
connect Florida residents with social 
services and government assistance.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR

Mary Anne Hodel
Library Director/CEO

comments@ocls.info

3

Our Local Wanderer program launched with a simple premise: 
Arts and culture are vital to the health and well-being of a 
thriving community, and everyone should have access to them. 

We wanted to ensure that not only were our library cardholders 
aware of the wealth of enriching experiences available to them 
here in Central Florida, but that people have access to those 
experiences even if they don’t have the disposable income to 
spend on admission and tickets. So, we partnered with some 
local arts and cultural organizations to make a limited number of 
passes available to people to check out for free using a  
library card. 

The program has been hugely popular since its launch in 2019, 
but we did have one big problem: We have never had enough 
passes to meet the demand for them. Asking our local arts 
organizations to donate an unlimited number of free admissions 
was not financially sustainable for them, and having the library 
pay for additional passes with our regular operating budget 
would mean cutting something else to offset the cost. So, we 
began to apply for grant funding to expand the program. 

We were thrilled to learn last month that the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services (IMLS) awarded our grant request for nearly 
$50,000 to supplement the Local Wanderer program. The funds 
will be used to purchases admissions from partners who have 
already been a part of the program since its inception, such 
as Orlando Museum of Art and the Central Florida Zoo, and to 
expand the program by purchasing passes to new experiences, 
such as Audubon Center Birds of Prey and Orlando Science 
Center, that have not had the funding to participate. We’re 
excited to use this grant to support our arts economy, particularly 
after it has taken such a hit during the pandemic,  
and to give library cardholders so many new ways to do some 
cultural wandering. 

We’ll also be using some of the funding from IMLS to expand 
our promotion of the program in the community to ensure that 
people are aware of this additional perk of having a library card. 
It is, as we like to say here, the most valuable card in your wallet – 
Local Wanderer just makes it even more so.
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LIBRARY EVENTS ocls.info/events

ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

Meditation: Stress Management
Thursday, December 2, 7 p.m.
Learn exactly what stress is, its 
dangers to our health, and how 
the practice of meditation can 
help you manage stress and 
reverse many of its damaging 
effects. Novice and seasoned 
meditators welcome.

Semamori Paper 
Stitched Patterns
Friday, December 3, 10:30–11:45 a.m.
Semamori are traditional Japanese 
auspicious patterns. Learn about 
the meaning and history of the 
featured Semamori pattern. Pierce 
and stitch the pattern on paper.

Tea & Conversation
Saturday, December 4, 2:30 p.m.
This monthly social is designed 
to bring adults together. Share 
your stories and have a cup of 
tea. It is a celebration of everyday 
life and celebrating the moment. 
Recommended for ages 18 and up.

West Oaks Wildflower Club
Saturday, December 4, 4–5:30 p.m.
Meetup with other nature lovers 
to celebrate wildflowers! Each 
month, we’ll spotlight a different 
wildflower and host discussions 
and crafts that promote native 
Florida plants. Recommended for 
ages 18 and up.

Chair Yoga
Monday, December 6, 11 a.m.
Get moving with this energizing 
and relaxing Chair Yoga sequence 
for all-levels. Tap into the strength, 
balance, flexibility and relaxation 
that your body can provide you. 
Requires use of a chair.

Cozy Winter Hat
Monday, December 6, 4 p.m.
Get cozy and warm up with a 
holiday story and winter crafting.

Southwest Film Club
Tuesday, December 7, 7–8:30 p.m.
The Southwest film club travels 
to the 17th century with Stanley 
Kubrick’s period piece, Barry 
Lyndon. This three-hour epic is 
available on Kanopy to watch 
before the program.

Dungeons & Dragons 
Adventurers League
Thursday, December 9, 6–8 p.m.
Have you been wanting to play 
D&D but don’t know how or where 
to join? On the second Thursday 
of each month you can learn, play, 
and teach the greatest game on 
earth! Recommended for ages 16 
and up.

Acrylic Painting
Friday, December 10, 11 a.m.
Create a beautiful work of art 
through guided instruction using 
acrylic paint. Recommended for 
ages 18 and up.

Upcycled Basket Weaving
Monday, December 13, 3–5:30 p.m.
Create a beautiful coiled basket 
using plastic shopping bags and 
scraps of yarn that will be perfect 
for your home or for holiday gifts. 
Recommended for ages 18 and up.

Cozy Critters
Monday, December 13, 4 p.m.
Creating a stuffed animal is a 
snap without sewing. Learn 
how to create three different felt 
characters.

Qigong Movement 
and Breathing
Tuesday, December 14, 10:30 a.m.
Jasmine Win shows basic qigong 
techniques and how using them 
in your daily life can benefit 
your health. Qigong is a crucial 
tool in Chinese medicine which 
involves movement, breathing and 
meditation.

Stress Buster Art:  
Origami Poinsettia
Tuesday, December 14,  
10:30–11:45 a.m.
Create a holiday-themed 
poinsettia using the art form of 
origami. Recommended for ages 
18 and up.

Meditation: Resilience
Thursday, December 16, 7 p.m.
Learn how, through a regular 
meditation practice, we can be 
more resilient and able to adapt to 
life’s ever-changing circumstances. 
Novice and seasoned meditators 
welcome.

Rock The Wrap: 
Headwrap Styling Workshop
Saturday, December 4, 11 a.m.
This educational and interactive 
experience provides step-by-step 
instruction of headwrap styling 
techniques. Learn about the significance 
and history of headwrapping.
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CUISINE CORNER ocls.info/cuisinecorner

Paper Possibilities
Friday, December 17, 10:30–11:45 a.m.
Imagine the possibilities: paper 
structures are not only fun to make, but 
can be customized to display art, write 
stories and more. We will learn how to 
make a flower top box.

OCLS Business Resources 
for Entrepreneurs
Tuesday, December 21, 3 p.m.
Join us for a live webinar on using 
OCLS business research databases 
for your entrepreneurial success and 
competitive intelligence.

Let’s Talk: Podcast Discussion
Tuesday, December 21, 7–8:30 p.m.
Just like book club, but for podcasts! 
Join a community of podcast listeners 
as we explore a human interest topic 
by way of three to five podcast episode 
selections. Recommended for ages 18 
and up.

Holidays in Vietnam
Friday, December 10, 6:30 p.m.
Ha Roda explains the most popularly celebrated 
holidays in Vietnam, explaining their history and 
significance. Then cook along with her as she shares 
her recipe for mung bean cakes.

Pasteles
Wednesday, December 15, 6 p.m.
A traditional Puerto Rican dish, pasteles are a 
favorite food to enjoy around the holidays. Yamira 
Lee Johnson, head chef and founder of Breaking 
Bread with Mira, will show us how to make them.

Potato Cauliflower Pancake
Monday, December 20, 6:30 p.m.
Join culinary expert Dianne Morin as she 
demonstrates how to create a savory holiday 
breakfast, potato cauliflower pancakes and a 
mouthwatering madras curry egg.

Happy Drum
Friday, December 17, 11 a.m.
Enjoy a music therapy wellness class that includes 
improvisation methods, meditative soundscapes 
and relaxation techniques which bring us to a place 
of deep connection to mindfulness. Recommended 
for ages 18 and up.



6

READ TO UNDERSTAND: 
PEACE & TRUST
Read to Understand: Peace & Trust is a yearlong series in recognition of the  
International Year of Peace & Trust as designated by the United Nations.  
Art by Dawn Schreiner.

Apeirogon 
by Colum McCann 
 
The Dog Who Lost  
His Bark 
by Eoin Colfer 
Illustrations by P.J. Lynch 
 
The Good Neighbor: 
The Life and Works of 
Fred Rogers 
by Maxwell King 
 
The Dead Are Arising: 
The Life of Malcolm X 
by Les Payne &  
Tamara Payne 
 
Let Your Voice Be 
Heard: The Life and 
Times of Pete Seeger 
by Anita Silvey 
 
When Heaven and 
Earth Changed Places: 
A Vietnamese Woman’s 
Journey from War to 
Peace 
by Le Ly Hayslip &  
Jay Wurts 
 
Leaders Eat Last: 
Why Some Teams  
Pull Together and 
Others Don’t 
by Simon Sinek 
 
Called to Forgive: 
The Charleston Church 
Shooting, a Victim’s 
Husband, and the Path 
to Healing and Peace 
by Anthony B. 
Thompson with  
Denise George 
 
Resist! Peaceful  
Acts That Changed  
Our World 
by Diane Stanley 

I am Malala: The Girl 
Who Stood Up for 
Education and Was 
Shot by the Taliban 
by Malala Yousafzai with 
Christina Lamb 
 
Mandela and  
the General 
by John Carlson 
Art by Oriol Malet 
 
Trust First:  
A True Story About the  
Power of Giving People 
Second Chances 
by Bruce Deel 
 
Letters to My 
Palestinian Neighbor 
by Yossi Klein Halevi 
 
Think Like a Monk: 
Train Your Mind for 
Peace and Purpose 
Every Day 
by Jay Shetty 
 
A Call to Action: 
Women, Religion, 
Violence, and Power 
by Jimmy Carter 
 
Champions for Peace: 
Women Winners of the 
Nobel Peace Prize 
by Judith Hicks Stiehm 
 
Peacemakers: 
Leadership Lessons 
from Twentieth-
Century Statesmanship 
by Bruce W. Jentleson 
 
You Can’t Be Neutral  
on a Moving Train 
by Howard Zinn 
 
Peace Is Every Step: The 
Path of Mindfulness in 
Everyday Life 
by Thich Nhat Hahn

Peace Is Every Step: The Path of Mindfulness in Everyday Life  
by Thich Nhat Hahn 
 
In the rush of modern life, we tend to lose touch with the peace that is 
available in each moment. World-renowned Zen master, spiritual leader, 
and author Thich Nhat Hanh shows us how to make positive use of the very 
situations that usually pressure and antagonize us. 
 
Nhat Hanh has published over 100 titles in English, ranging from classic 
manuals on meditation, mindfulness and “Engaged Buddhism,” to poems, 
children’s stories and commentaries on ancient Buddhist texts. Engaged 
Buddhism, which has its roots in Nhat Hanh’s writings, applies the teachings 
of the Buddha to social life in order to bring about social change.  
Engaged Buddhists hope to connect traditional Buddhist beliefs to protest 
and social action. 
 
In Peace Is Every Step, he relates that a ringing telephone can be a signal 
to call us back to our true selves. Dirty dishes, red lights and traffic jams 
are spiritual friends on the path to “mindfulness” – the process of keeping 
our consciousness alive to our present experience and reality. The most 
profound satisfactions, the deepest feelings of joy and completeness  
lie as close at hand as our next aware breath and the smile we can form 
right now.

The Complete Peace & Trust Reading List 
Read to Understand: Peace & Trust has been a 
yearlong series in recognition of the International 
Year of Peace & Trust as designated by the United 
Nations. The listed titles were curated by library staff 
to reflect both that theme and the rich diversity of 
our global community.  

“We are very good at 
preparing to live, but 

not very good at living.” 
– Thich Nhat Hann,  
Peace Is Every Step
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ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

Local Wanderer Receives Federal Funding from IMLS
The Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) 
has awarded Orange County Library System $49,983 
to support the library’s award-winning culture pass 
platform, Local Wanderer. The grant will allow OCLS to 
dramatically increase the number of cultural offerings 
available through Local Wanderer, directly addressing a 
lack of accessibility to arts and cultural venues that has 
been exacerbated by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

Scholarships Available for Career Online High School
Orange County Library System is providing scholarships 
to adults in Orange County to earn a high school 
diploma online and gain career skills. Through a 
partnership with Career Online High School (COHS), 
Orange County Library System supports adults seeking to 
earn a high school diploma and a career certificate. The 
library grants scholarships as part of their adult education 
programming. The fully online high school program 
provides a 24/7 online classroom, personal academic 
coaches and real-world career training. 
    Career Online High School is part of Smart Horizons 
Career Online Education, the world’s first private 
accredited online school district. Founded in 2009, 
SHCOE offers online high school diploma programs 
designed to re-engage adults and older youth in the 
educational system and prepare them for the workplace 
or postsecondary education. The high school program 
includes a vocational certificate in career pathways such 
as home care professional, childcare, office management, 
security professional, commercial driving, retail customer 
service, food services, hospitality and general career 
preparation. More than 1,800 public libraries offer 
scholarships for the program.

In-Person Programs Resume in January
Get ready for in-person events, classes and programs to 
return to all library locations in January 2022. We’ll have 
storytimes and activities for kids of all ages, as well as 
Big Read book discussions, yoga classes, homeschool 
meetups, computer classes and more. Beginning in 
January, meeting rooms will once again be open for 
reservations. Visit our website to find an event or class at 
a branch near you. We can’t wait to see you again, face to 
face!

ADMIT ONE

LIBRARY NEWS BRIEFS
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ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

FIBER ARTS ocls.info/fiberarts

CRAFT YOURSELF WARM
Enjoy the cool winter weather with cozy craft 
projects. Crochet, knit or sew yourself hats, 
mittens and cowls to keep warm outside.

Let’s Knit Falmouth Super Bulky Hats
Confident Beginner Level
Wednesdays, December 1 & 8, 5:45–7:45 p.m.
Strut your stuff with a spiral knit bulky hat. 
Practice knitting while learning how to work in 
the round, create a spiral, decrease stitches and 
make a pom-pom in this two-day class.

Let’s Knit Garter Stitch Hats
Beginner Level
Thursdays, December 2–30, 10 a.m.–Noon
Create a modern hat perfect for crisp fall days. 
Practice your beginning knitting skills, while 
learning how to switch colors, decrease stitches 
and seam with the mattress stitch in this four-day 
class.

Let’s Crochet Cozy Mittens
Intermediate Level
Fridays, December 3–17, 2–3:30 p.m.
Create cozy mittens to keep, gift or donate! We 
will be using double crochet, back and front post 
crochet and whip stitching to create these warm 
and durable mittens in this three-day class.

Let’s Knit Braided Celtic Knot Scarves
Confident Beginner Level
Mondays, December 6–January 3, 10 a.m.–Noon
Create a delicate infinity scarf with interesting 
patterns and details. Practice following knit and 
purl patterns and learn how to place stitches on 
hold and braid your knitting in this five-day class.

Sewing: Infinity Scarf
Beginner Level
Tuesday, December 7, 3:30–5:30 p.m.
Create a classic infinity scarf. Turn a simple 
rectangle of fabric into a stylish accessory. 
Students are required to bring thread and fabric.

Let’s Knit Beaded Eyeglass Cords
Intermediate Level
Wednesdays, December 15 & 22, 5:45–7:45 p.m.
Create a stylish way to keep track of your glasses. 
Add beads for sparkle to a colorful yarn to make 
a statement. Learn how to attach beads and 
make i-cord in this two-day class.
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TECHNOLOGY ocls.info/techclasses

QuickBooks Pro Level 1
Thursday, December 2, 10–11:30 a.m.
Saturday, December 11, 10–11:30 a.m.
Monday, December 13, 10–11:30 a.m.
Monday, December 20, 10–11:30 a.m.
Learn the basic features of 
QuickBooks to get you started 
in organizing your personal or 
business finances. 

QuickBooks Pro Level 2
Thursday, December 2,  
11:45 a.m.–1:15 p.m.
Saturday, December 11,  
11:45 a.m.–1:15 p.m.
Monday, December 13,  
11:45 a.m.–1:15 p.m.
Monday, December 20,  
11:45 a.m.–1:15 p.m.
Learn how to setup a new 
company profile including the 
Vendor Center, Customer Center 
and adding Items.

QuickBooks Pro Level 3
Thursday, December 2, 1:45–3:15 p.m.
Saturday, December 11, 2:30–4 p.m.
Monday, December 13, 1:45–3:15 p.m.
Monday, December 20, 1:45–3:15 p.m.
Learn how to record different types 
of business transactions such as 
posting accounts payable and 
accounts receivable. 

QuickBooks Pro Level 4
Saturday, December 11, 4:15–5:45 p.m.
Monday, December 13, 3:30–5 p.m.
Monday, December 20, 1:45–3:15 p.m.
Learn how to record different types 
of business transactions such as 
posting accounts payable and 
accounts receivable. 

Roblox Game Design
Friday, December 3, 4:30–5:15 p.m.
Tuesday, December 7, 5–5:45 p.m.
Monday, December 13, 5–5:45 p.m.
Tuesday, December 21, 
Noon–12:45 p.m.
Create Roblox games. In this 
introduction to game design and 
coding learn how to manipulate 
3D parts to create obstacles and 
racers, then use code to bring your 
game to life. Recommended for 
ages 7–9.

Roblox World Design
Saturday, December 18, 1–1:45 p.m.
Wednesday, December 22, 1–1:45 p.m.
Monday, December 27, 
10:30–11:15 a.m.
Thursday, December 30, 10–10:45 a.m.
Create the world for your Roblox 
games. Learn to use pre-designed 
and custom elements to build 
your world from scratch with 
Roblox Studio. Recommended 
for ages 10–12.

Code with Minecraft – 
Adventurer
Monday, December 20, 11–11:45 a.m.
Thursday, December 23, 11–11:45 a.m.
Thursday, December 23, 12–12:45 p.m.
Tuesday, December 28, 11–11:45 a.m.
Join Alex and Steve on a Minecraft 
Adventure! Solve code challenges 
to explore, gather resources and 
defeat mobs. Create algorithms, 
use loops and debug your code. 
Recommended for ages 7–9.

Code with Minecraft – 
Hero’s Journey
Thursday, December 23, 1–1:45 p.m.
Monday, December 27, 12–12:45 p.m.
Join Alex and Steve on a Minecraft 
Hero’s Journey! Use code to 
program an agent to help Alex 
and Steve on their journey. Use 
algorithms, loops and functions 
to complete the code challenges. 
Recommended for ages 10–12.

START WITH QUICKBOOKS
Quick start your New Year’s resolution for easier business finances with QuickBooks. From getting started to 
setting up accounts and paying vendors, these classes will get you up and running with QuickBooks.

TAKE A GAMING BREAK
Take a break from the everyday to create your own Minecraft or Roblox game. Learn the basics of 
coding your own Minecraft world and designing a Roblox game from scratch. 

Winter Break
School may be out, but learning and 

creating are always in. Spend your 
winter break learning new skills with 
the library, from designing your own 

LEGO creations to starting a new 
language, to fun crafts and games.

 
For school break schedules visit 

ocls.info/schoolbreak.
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LANGUAGE LEARNING 
ocls.info/language

SPANISH CLASSES

ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES (ESOL)

ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

Intermediate Spanish
Wednesdays, December 1–22, 
10:30 a.m.
An introduction to Spanish 
grammar focusing on the parts 
of speech, verb conjugations, 
sentence structure and vocabulary 
building.

Practica Spanish Conversation
Wednesdays, December 1–22, 5 p.m.
Practica tu español! Develop your 
Spanish language skills through 
conversation. Conversational 
topics and themed vocabulary will 
be provided. Recommended for 
ages 18 and up.

Spanish from Zero: 
Intermediate with Brenda
Thursday, December 2, 4 p.m.
Learn Spanish grammar with Ms. 
Brenda.

Basic Conversational Spanish
Fridays, December 3 & 17, 10:30 a.m.
Practice basic Spanish vocabulary 
using everyday conversation.

Basic Spanish
Tuesdays, December 7 & 14, 10:30 a.m.
Get an introduction to basic 
Spanish pronunciation, alphabet, 
sounds, syllables and vocabulary 
building.

Spanish from Zero: 
Basics with Ms. Brenda
Tuesday, December 7, 4 p.m.
Learn the basic sounds of Spanish 
with Ms. Brenda.

Basic Spanish with Ms. Wilnelia
Tuesday, December 7–21, 6 p.m.
Ms. Wilnelia will introduce learners 
who speak little to no Spanish to 
the basic sounds of the language. 

Talk to a Spanish Teacher
Thursdays, December 9 & 16, 4 p.m.
Do you want to be more exposed 
to the Spanish Language? Well, 
this session is for you! Come and 
talk with Spanish teacher Ms. 
Brenda and practice your Spanish 
speaking skills with us.

Reading Clearly Intermediate
Wednesdays, December 1–29, 12:30 p.m.
Learn, practice and discuss reading 
strategies and complex English 
vocabulary.

Ask an English Teacher
Wednesdays, December 1–15, 4 p.m.
Do you have questions about 
how to put language together to 
express yourself well? Do you need 
more help with topics in other 
English classes? Well, this is the 
class for you!

English from Zero
Wednesdays, December 1–29, 6:45 p.m.
Thursdays, December 2–30, 10:30 a.m.
Fridays, December 3–17, 10:30 a.m.
Saturdays, December 4–18, 10:30 a.m.
Mondays, December 6–27, 3 p.m.
Tuesdays, December 7–28, 3:30 p.m.
Learn and talk about new basic 
English vocabulary associated with 
different topics.

Writing Clearly for Beginners
Thursdays, December 2–23, Noon
Tuesdays, December 7–28, Noon
This class is designed to introduce 
learners to the basics of English 
grammar by focusing on the parts 
of speech, the organization of 
sentences and vocabulary building.

Speaking Clearly Intermediate
Fridays, December 3–17, Noon
A pronunciation class for 
intermediate speakers designed 
to introduce learners to the rules 
of spelling and pronunciation of 
English words and phrases.

Conversation Hour
Saturdays, December 4–18, Noon
Tuesdays, December 7–28, 6 p.m.
Practice your English speaking skills 
with us on a virtual Conversation 
Hour. Each session will have specific 
topics for discussion.

Speaking Clearly Beginners
Mondays, December 6–27, Noon
A pronunciation class for beginners 
designed to introduce learners to 
the basics of the sounds of English 
for pronunciation.

Writing Clearly Intermediate
Mondays, December 6–27, 1:30 p.m.
Focus on grammar and complex 
ideas, including sentence 
structures, phrases, and vocabulary 
building.

Creole Connect
Mondays, December 6–20, 3–4:45 p.m.
Meet up each week through Zoom 
to interact with other Haitian 
Creole speakers who are learning 
English as a second language.

Reading Clearly for Beginners
Tuesdays, December 7–28, 10:30 a.m.
Learn, practice and discuss reading 
strategies and English vocabulary.
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NUEVO EN LA BIBLIOTECA

El trono de las siete islas
por Adalyn Grace
traducción de Amparo Gresa y  
Cristina Rubiols
Ambientada en un reino donde el 
peligro acecha bajo el mar, las sirenas 
buscan venganza con canciones y la 
magia es una elección, All the Stars 
and Teeth de Adalyn Grace es una 
emocionante historia de fantasía.
 
Camino island: el caso Fitzgerald
por John Grisham
traducción de Puerto Barruetabeña Díez
John Grisham siembra cizaña en el 
paraíso con su nueva y entretenida 
novela. Una historia que arranca con 
un robo de manuscritos y evoluciona 
hacia una persecución entre un seductor 
criminal y la mujer que se ha propuesto 
desenmascararlo.
 
Los cuatro vientos
por Kristin Hannah
traducción de Laura Vidal
Una fascinante historia de amor, coraje 
y sacrificio. Combina un crudo realismo 
con personajes llenos de riqueza 
emocional y una prosa lírica que suena 
esperanzadora y auténtica desde la 
primera línea.
 
Trejo: mi vida de crimen, redención y 
Hollywood
por Danny Trejo con Donal Logue
traducción de Cecilia Molinari
Por primera vez, toda la historia real, 
fascinante e inspiradora del viaje de 
Danny Trejo desde el crimen, la prisión, 
la adicción y la pérdida a la fama 
inesperada como el malo favorito de 
Hollywood con un corazón de oro.
 
Lunes sin carne: consejos y recetas para 
cuidar de tu alimentación y del planeta
por Raquel Bernácer
El concepto del Lunes sin carne se 
presenta como una interesante 
iniciativa para aquellas personas que 
quieren empezar a comer más sano, 
aumentando el consumo de vegetales 
y reduciendo el de alimentos de origen 
animal, al menos un día a la semana.



Personalize Holiday Gifts 
Using Calligraphy
Friday, December 3, 11 a.m.
Expand your calligraphy skills 
with Lynda Chandler, calligraphy 
instructor, as she teaches you how 
to create and personalize simple 
holiday gift tags and ornaments.

Plan Your Way To a  
Stress-Free Holiday!
Tuesday, December 7, 11 a.m.
Join Jane Cole, a Certified 
Professional Organizer, as she gives 
you tips and hints for organizing 
your holiday décor, preparing the 
kids for the holidays, gift giving, 
and prepping for new year!

Coping with Illness 
During the Holidays
Wednesday, December 8, 11 a.m.
Explore how to create new 
traditions, shop online, re-imagine 
parties and communicate with 
family and friends when you are 
experiencing illness during the 
holidays.

YOUTH EVENTS:

Baby It’s Cold Outside
Monday, December 6, 10 a.m.
Monday, December 13, 10:30 a.m.
Explore the wonder of winter by 
engaging in themed stories, songs 
and activities with your little one. 
Recommended for caregivers with 
babies ages 0–18 months.

Look, I’m a Scientist: 
Iceberg Animal Rescue!
Mondays,  
December 6 & 13, 10:30 a.m.
Learn what happens when it 
gets very cold and interact while 
rescuing animals from an iceberg. 
Recommended for ages 3–5.

Little Chef: 
Winter Popcorn Recipes
Tuesday, December 7, 11 a.m.
Popcorn is the perfect treat! 
Explore new flavors with different 
recipes to spice up your popcorn. 
Recommended for ages 3–5.

Do You Want to 
Build a Snowman?
Wednesday, December 15, 3 p.m.
Make your own snow and take on 
the challenge to build the perfect 
snowman. Recommended for 
families with children ages 6–8.

Hibernation Stations
Thursday, December 16, 10:30 a.m.
See who’s snoozing this season. 
Join us for crafts and activities 
about animals who sleep all winter. 
Recommended for ages 18–36 
months.

It Doesn’t Snow in Florida
Monday, December 20, 3 p.m.
It may not snow in Florida, but that 
doesn’t mean we can’t make our 
own winter fun! Discover how to 
make our version of the mysterious 
white stuff from up north. 
Recommended for families.

No-Bake Winter Treats
Monday, December 20, 4 p.m.
No snow required to enjoy these 
winter themed snacks. Spend time 
with your little ones creating two 
no-bake winter themed snacks 
and candies. Recommended for 
ages 9–12.

Sleepy Bear
Tuesday, December 21, 10:30 a.m.
Zzzzz… Winter is here and it 
is time to hibernate. Interact 
and explore animal patterns 
as we snuggle into dreamland. 
Recommended for ages 3–5.

Look, I’m a Scientist: Let It Snow!
Wednesday, December 22, 10:30 a.m.
Learn about what makes snow 
and get your hands messy as we 
combine ingredients to build a 
snowman! Recommended for ages 
3–5.

DIY Penguin Puppet
Monday, December 27, 3 p.m.
Craft the perfect penguin and 
make it hatch out of its egg! 
Recommended for ages 9–12.

Happy Noon Year
Wednesday, December 29, 11 a.m.
Thursday, December 30, 11:15 a.m.
Make some noise and ring in the 
noon year with your little ones! 
Join us for fun and games with 
an exciting countdown at noon. 
Recommended for ages 3–5.

Children’s Musician Joanie Leeds
Saturday, December 4, 6 p.m.
Grammy Award-winning musician Joanie Leeds is 
sure to bring the holiday cheer with familiar upbeat, 
interactive winter tunes of merriment and joy.

ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.
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Cuisine Corner Jr. – 
Holiday Hot Chocolate
Tuesday, December 14, 4 p.m.
Warm up with a story and 
a cozy mug of cocoa made 
with all your favorite toppings. 
Recommended for ages 9–12.

Little Chef: 
Winter Cake In a Jar
Wednesday, December 8, 10 a.m.
Tuesday, December 21, 11 a.m.
Warm your helping hands to 
assemble a winter treat in a 
jar. Layer festive cake, sweet 
frosting and colorful sprinkles 
to make a delicious gift! 
Recommended for ages 3–5.



ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS 
IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.
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OUR HISTORY 
SPEAKS VOLUMES: 
COVID-19
by Mike Donohue, 
Community Outreach Coordinator

The most important events in Orange 
County Library System history 
are often those that dramatically 
improve or expand library service:

· November 11, 1921 
  Captain Charles Albertson 
  donates his personal library to 
  the city of Orlando.
· November 8, 1923
  Albertson Public Library, the first public
  library in Orange County, opens.
· August 7, 1966
  Orlando Public Library Opens.
· December, 1973
  Books-By-Mail service launches.
· April 6, 1985
  Orlando Public Library’s 230,000 
  square foot expansion opens.
· February, 2014
  The Dorothy Lumley Melrose 
  Center opens.

It stands to reason, then, that the last 22 months 
– a time which saw a paradigmatic shift in the 
way that customers used and engaged with 
Orange County Library System – 
also deserves its place in library history. As do 
library staff, who over nearly two years, worked 
tirelessly to continue to provide a high level of 
service, despite the restrictions brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Since March of 2020, library staff have  
presented more than 10,500 virtual events, 
including 135 Cuisine Corners, 1,281 storytimes, 
and not one, but two entire Summer Reading 
Programs. Technology trainers taught 6,844 
computer classes virtually. And the Special 
Services team have packaged and delivered 
more than 847,000 items as part of our free home 
delivery service.

Beginning in January, all locations will once 
again offer in-person classes and events. Shortly 
thereafter, many locations – including Orlando 
Public Library – will resume Sunday operating 
hours, lift restrictions on browsing and bring back 
public seating areas. Staff and customers alike 
are excited to see a return to normalcy on the 
horizon. Before celebrating, though, it’s important 
to look back and commemorate the herculean 
efforts from Orange County Library System’s 
devoted team.
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MELROSE ocls.info/melrose

Build a Gingerwood Cottage
Saturday, December 11, 11 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Monday, December 20, 2–3:30 p.m.
Get crafty with a cozy model house! Our family friendly 
event will provide the model, you’ll provide the 
decorations to make it shimmer and shine.

Intro to Instagram
Wednesday, December 15, 10 a.m.
Instagram is a great tool for photographers to share their 
photos and information about photography.

Efficient Instagram Posting
Wednesday, December 15, 11 a.m.
In this presentation we will cover when to post, how 
to post and the features of the app you should use 
everyday.

Instagram Hashtags
Wednesday, December 15, Noon
In this presentation we will cover how to use hashtags on 
Instagram, where to find them and how to know what 
hashtags will work for your content.

Crafting Handfans
Thursday, December 16, 3–5 p.m.
It is a truth universally acknowledged that a person in 
possession of an invitation must be in want of a new 
accessory. Craft your own handfan in time for Miss 
Austen’s birthday tea, where we’ll discuss the language of 
fans and the latest volume published ‘by a lady.’

15
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ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

BOOK CLUBS 
ocls.info/bookclubs

Alafaya Book Club
Thursday, December 9, 7 p.m.
The Alafaya Book Club’s December selection is In Five Years by 
Rebecca Serle. An ambitious young lawyer on the brink of having it 
all disregards a vivid dream about how different her life will be in five 
years, before meeting the man in her vision nearly five years later.

Central Florida Book Club
Tuesday, December 14, 10:15–11:30 a.m.
The Central Florida Book Club will get together to discuss Stranger 
Care by Sarah Sentiles. In Stranger Care, the author shares what she 
learned from fostering a newborn – about injustice, about mistakes 
and about how to better love and protect people outside of our 
immediate families.

Hiawassee Book Club
Monday, December 20, 7 p.m.
In December the Hiawassee Book Club will discuss Where’d You 
Go, Bernadette by Maria Semple. When her talented, troubled and 
agoraphobic mother goes missing, teenage Bee begins a trip that 
takes her to the ends of the earth to find her.

Southwest Book Club
Tuesday, December 28, 7–8:45 p.m.
Enjoy an evening of sharing a favorite book or author with other 
readers. Give a toast to a new year of shared reading adventures! No 
preselected title. Recommended for ages 18 and up.
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WRITERS CORNER 
ocls.info/writerscorner

Write What You Do, Do What You Write
Saturday, December 4, 2 p.m.
Learn how to use past real-life experiences and seek 
out new ones to create believable settings, characters 
and situations from authors Elle E. Ire and José Pablo 
Iriarte.

Writing for the Middle Grade Audience
Saturday, December 11, 2 p.m.
Learn the do’s and don’ts of writing for the Middle 
Grade audience (ages 8–12) from George Jreije, author 
of Shad Hadid and the Alchemists of Alexandria.

OCLS Writer’s Group
Sunday, December 12, 4 p.m.
Join your fellow writers for critique, discussion and 
camaraderie. Writers of all genres and experience 
are welcome. Please attend one meeting before 
submitting a piece for critique.

Formatting Your Books for Indie Authors
Saturday, December 18, 1–3 p.m.
If you plan on self-publishing your own books, knowing 
how to typeset and design the interior is a valuable 
skill. Author and publisher Valerie Willis will show you 
how to get started formatting books.

MEET THE AUTHOR 
ocls.info/meettheauthor

Vulgar Geniuses Podcast with Robert Jones Jr.
Wednesday, December 8, 8 p.m.
Learn about National Book Award finalist and New 
York Times bestselling author Robert Jones Jr. and his 
novel The Prophets by attending a live recording of the 
Vulgar Geniuses podcast season finale.
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ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

CELEBRATING WALT DISNEY WORLD’S 
50TH ANNIVERSARY READING 
CHALLENGE FOR ADULTS
Through December 30
Celebrate Walt Disney World’s 50th Anniversary 
by participating in our newest challenge for 
adults on Beanstack from October 1 through 
December 30. OCLS Cardholders, ages 18 and 
up, can participate in fun virtual challenges for 
the chance to win a prize. Library card must be 
in good standing to be eligible to win. OCLS 
Staff members are not eligible to win prizes. 
Please note: Winners of the ticket drawings will 
be notified by Friday, January 7. All prizes must 
be picked up from a branch location of the 
winner’s choice. Visit ocls.beanstack.org to get 
started.

NEXT CHAPTER ocls.info/nextchapter

Downsizing – Smarter Senior Seminar Series
Wednesday, December 15, 10:30 a.m.
Discuss downsizing and estate sale options with an 
expert from the community. This event is part of the 
ongoing Smarter Senior Seminar Series.

Livable, Age-Friendly Communities – 
LIFE Information for Elders
Thursday, December 16, 12:10 p.m.
Join Ingrid Collins with AARP Florida in a group discussion 
on what community features are important to you 
and will help you successfully age-in-place in your 
own community. Discussion topics include housing, 
transportation, ability to access support services and the 
prevalence of opportunities to engage.

CRAFTSY IS NOW AVAILABLE FOR OCLS 
CUSTOMERS ON THE LIBBY APP!

Craftsy is a service that offers crafting videos, tutorials and 
additional resources for creative makers. With more than 
3,000 hours of content and over 1,300 courses from expert 
instructors, Craftsy allows users to bring quality crafting 
courses into their homes in an accessible way.

Fabric & Yarn Arts: Sewing, Quilting, Knitting, 
Crochet, Embroidery
Food: Baking, Cooking, Cake Decorating
Art: Drawing, Painting, Photography, Paper Crafts, 
Jewelry Making
And more: Home Décor, Gardening, Woodworking, Writing
Customers can access Craftsy via the “Extras” section on the 
Libby app, alongside Qello Concerts and The Great Courses.
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ART & DISPLAY ocls.info/art

Call for Artists: 
Celebrating the Genius of Women
Women in the Arts, Inc. and Orange County 
Library System invite professional, female artists 
to submit their work to be exhibited during 
Women’s History Month at the library. Finalists 
will be chosen from the entries submitted. 
Selected art will be featured in the annual 
Celebrating the Genius of Women exhibition at 
Orlando Public Library in March and April 2022. 
Finalists will be eligible for up to $2,500 in cash 
prizes and in-kind awards.  
Deadline for submissions is Thursday, 
January 20, 2022 at 11 a.m. To apply, visit 
womeninthearts.org/call-for-artists.

Momma My Inspiration
Washington Park Branch
On Display Through December
Photographer Cynthia Slaughter depicts the 
love, strength, care, hope and determination of 
her then 94-year-old mother, Mrs. Edna P. Butler, 
whose faith, wisdom, integrity and devout 
character continues to sustain her in life, family 
and community.

Exploring The Call of the Wild
Orlando Public Library, Second Floor
On Display December 10–March 11
Answer the call of the wild with this informative 
exhibit that explores the real Klondike Gold 
Rush as featured in Jack London’s adventure 
classic. Presented in concert with the NEA Big 
Read event series.

2021 National Audubon Society Amateur 
Photography Award-winner Robin Ulery
Winter Garden Branch
On Display Through December
Celebrate the beauty of the great outdoors as 
seen by photographer Robin Ulery a resident 
of Winter Garden who won this year’s National 
Audubon Society Amateur Photography 
Award. Robin spent three years observing a 
family of sandhill cranes, following them as 
they retreated and nested to welcome their 
new addition. Braving windy conditions from a 
kayak, awaiting the right time – Robin’s patience 
paid off. View this and other pieces from her 
private collection now through the end of the 
year at the Winter Garden Branch.

Zoraye Cyrus, Step To Us
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GENEALOGY ocls.info/genealogy

ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

Global Genealogy: France
Wednesday, December 1, 6:30 p.m.
Explore resources, tips and tricks 
for finding records in the home 
countries of your ancestors. This 
session focuses on France.

Ancestors’ Stories in 
Newspapers
Thursday, December 2, Noon
Join us as we explore how you can 
use newspapers to expand your 
family history research and learn 
more about your ancestors.

DNA Techniques Leeds & 
McGuire Methods
Tuesday, December 7, 1 p.m.
Learn how to utilize these 
genealogy problem-solving 
methods and see how they can 
help you with your DNA analysis.

Using GedMatch.com
Wednesday, December 8, 6:30 p.m.
Learn how to navigate  
GedMatch.com and see how 
a variety of tools can help you 
further analyze your DNA and 
connect with your DNA matches.

Exploring DNA Websites
Thursday, December 9, Noon
Explore four DNA websites: 
Ancestry DNA, FamilyTreeDNA, 
MyHeritage and 23andme. 
Learn the differences between 
the companies and see how to 
navigate each company’s website.

DNA Surprise
Tuesday, December 14, 1 p.m.
What happens when you do a 
DNA test, and the results don’t turn 
out quite the way you expected? 
This case study will walk you 
through one person’s experience.

DPLA and Genealogy
Wednesday, December 15, 6:30 p.m.
Discover the Digital Public Library 
of America and learn how you 
can use this amazing resource 
to enhance your genealogical 
research.

Genealogy Research Report 
Writing & Numbering
Thursday, December 16, Noon
Learn about the different types of 
genealogy reports and numbering 
systems

Working on the Railroad: 
Railroad Records
Wednesday, December 22, 6:30 p.m.
Do you have an ancestor who 
worked for the railroads? Join us 
and learn where to turn to discover 
information about the railroad, its 
records, and where you might find 
them.

United States Genealogy: 
Pennsylvania
Thursday, December 23, Noon
Explore the rich research resources 
and collections that are held in a 
variety of archives and repositories 
in the Keystone state. Discover 
what records are available and 
how to use them.

20 Unique Websites for 
Genealogy Research
Tuesday, December 28, 1 p.m.
New websites and features appear 
on the internet almost daily. 
Explore these 20 unique websites 
that are indispensable for both 
beginning and experienced 
researchers.

Genealogy 101
Wednesday, December 29, 6:30 p.m.
Are you interested in learning 
about your family history but 
don’t know where to begin? This 
program will help you get started 
by introducing you to genealogical 
terms, techniques and resources.

United States Genealogy: Ohio
Thursday, December 30, Noon
Explore the rich research resources 
and collections that are held in a 
variety of archives and repositories 
in the Buckeye state. Discover 
what records are available and 
how to use them.

Genealogy Conversations 
at the Holiday Table
Tuesday, December 21, 1 p.m.
The holidays are the perfect time 
to jumpstart your genealogy and 
family tree research. Learn how to 
discover information while you are 
sitting around the table with family 
members.



2121

CITIZENSHIP INSPIRED ocls.info/citizenship

Orange County Library System has a great service for the 
future citizens of Orange County. With Citizenship Inspired, 

OCLS empowers residents who have settled in Central Florida 
to be fully prepared to pass the U.S. Naturalization Test and 
thereby become full participants of our citizenry.

This program provides help with citizenship questions, 
practicing for the citizenship interview and offering information 
about the citizenship process.  

Please note these programs will serve you best if taken 
together and registration is generally for the entire four-class 
series. However, you may attend any or all of the program 
sessions as your schedule allows.

A Citizenship Inspired event already full. Is there 
any way I can still attend?

You can request to be placed on the waiting list. 
You may then be able to attend if space becomes 
available.

How often is Citizenship Inspired offered?

We offer Citizenship Inspired at different locations 
on different dates. Contact us at 407.835.7323 or 
visit ocls.info/citizenship for more information.

Where is the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Office in Orlando?

The local USCIS office is located at 6680 Corporate 
Centre Boulevard, Orlando, FL 32822.

Does the library offer classes to learn English?

The library offers English for Speakers of Other 
Languages (ESOL) classes for all levels of fluency. 
Citizenship Inspired also offers students an 
opportunity to practice their English skills as well.

What will I learn in Citizenship Inspired?

Citizenship Inspired helps students to practice 
their English skills, learn civics questions and 
answers that may be asked, as well as vocabulary 
keywords for the reading and writing portions of 
the Naturalization Test.

How long does Citizenship Inspired last?

Citizenship Inspired is usually a four-class series 
(check location schedules for details) with each 
class lasting three to four hours.

How much does Citizenship Inspired cost?

Citizenship Inspired is offered free to adults with  
an OCLS library card, fee card or Orange County 
Property Owner card. To sign up for your library 
card call 407.835.7323, visit any library location or 
visit ocls.info/getyourcard.

How can I contact someone about my 
application?

You can contact the U.S. Immigration and 
Naturalization Office at 1.800.375.5283  
(TTY 1.800.767.1833).

How much does it cost to apply for 
Naturalization? 

The fee to file the N-400 application for citizenship 
is $680.

How can I become a United States citizen?

A person may become a U.S. citizen by birth or 
through naturalization.

FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Citizenship Inspired
Thursdays, December 2, 9, 16 & 23, 3–4:30 p.m.
Tuesdays & Wednesdays, December 7, 8, 14 & 15, 3–5 p.m.
During this four-class program, students will meet to prepare for the U.S. 
Naturalization (Citizenship) Test and Interview.
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HOMESCHOOL
ocls.info/homeschool

Homeschool: Art Expressions
Fridays, December 3 & 17, 2 p.m.
Join us for a fun afternoon where you will 
learn to be more creative by developing 
and expressing your art skill. This art class 
is designed to help children improve their 
motor skills. Recommended for ages 6–12.

Homeschool Meetup: Pearl Harbor
Monday, December 6, 1 p.m.
Learn about the events that occurred 
on December 7, 1941 which marked the 
United States’ formal entry into World War II. 
Recommended for ages 6–12.

Homeschool Meetup: The Titanic
Monday, December 13, 1 p.m.
We all know of the disaster, but what do 
you know about the ship itself? Discover 
the wonder and tragedy of the most 
famous luxury cruise liner in U.S. history. 
Recommended for ages 6–12.

Homeschool Junior: 
Winter in Florida
Wednesday, December 15, 10:30 a.m.
Kick start your little one’s education with 
Homeschool Junior! Join us for a storytime 
and activities all about basic concepts. 
Recommended for ages 3–5.

Homeschool Meetup: 
The Great San Francisco Earthquake
Monday, December 20, 1 p.m.
Learn about the earthquake and subsequent 
fires that ravished San Francisco and nearby 
areas in 1906. Recommended for ages 6–12.

Homeschool Meetup: The Tornado 
Outbreak of March 18th, 1925
Monday, December 27, 1 p.m.
Did you know that over a dozen tornados 
caused significant damage all on the same 
day? Learn how these destructive forces 
formed and how we can stay safe during 
them in this lesson! Recommended for  
ages 6–12.

Homeschool: Seasonal Crafts
Thursdays, December 2–16, 1 p.m.

‘Tis the season to be crafty 
with a fun and easy winter 

craft to celebrate the season. 
Recommended for ages 6–12.

ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.
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EARLY LEARNING 
ocls.info/earlylearning

MODERN PARENTING
ocls.info/modernparenting

Opera Orlando Presents: The Secret River
Sunday, December 5, 2 p.m.
Journey into the world of Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings with this 
unique storytime. Hear the story of The Secret River along with 
select songs from Opera Orlando’s new production.

Every Child Ready to Read Caregiver Workshop
Wednesday, December 8, 2 p.m.
Learn about five early literacy practices as well as tips, tricks and 
resources to help your child strengthen important pre-reading 
skills. Recommended for adults who care for children ages 0–5.

Family Zumba
Saturday, December 11, 11 a.m.
Get your family moving with this energizing workout class! Learn 
basic Zumba moves to help you dance your way to fitness. Zumba 
uses dance aerobics to create a fun workout.

Mother Goose on the Loose
Thursdays, December 2–16 & 30, 10:30 a.m.
Mondays, December 6 & 20, 10:30 a.m.
Using rhymes, songs, puppets, musical 
instruments and more, we will be interacting 
together to help develop important pre-
literacy skills in our littlest ones.

Tiny Tales
Friday, December 3, 10:30 a.m.
The rhythm and repetition of nursery rhymes 
are used to introduce young children to 
literature. Hold your child in your lap and 
enjoy this special time together.

BABY (Ages 0–18 Months)

Toddler Time
Tuesdays, December 7 & 21, 10:15 a.m.
The use of picture books, finger plays, songs 
and flannel board stories will encourage the 
development of verbal and listening skills for 
this active age group.

If You’re Happy and You Know It!
Friday, December 17, Noon
Clap your hands, stomp your feet and shout 
hooray!

TODDLER (Ages 18–36 Months)
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ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

PRESCHOOL (Ages 3–5)

Who Hoots?
Thursdays, December 2 & 28, 11 a.m.
Who, who, who hoots in the 
night? An owl, that’s who! Play and 
discover while learning all about 
our feathered friends.

Stories & Stretches
Saturday, December 4, 11 a.m.
Wiggle and stretch to stories, 
songs and rhymes focusing on 
motor development.

Sesame Street Storytime
Mondays, December 6–20, 11 a.m.
Can you tell me how to get, how 
to get to Sesame Street? Let’s make 
it a sunny day with a storytime 
and craft celebrating our favorite 
friends.

Pajama Party
Mondays, December 6–20, 7 p.m.
Put on your pajamas and join us 
virtually for stories, songs and a 
craft.

Penguin Party
Tuesday, December 7, Noon
Thursday, December 16, 11 a.m.
Brrr! It’s cold out there! Warm 
up with stories, math, science 
activities and a craft featuring 
some icy friends.

Are You a Grasshopper?
Tuesday, December 7, 10 a.m.
Calling all nature lovers! Let’s 
learn about the life cycle of our 
grasshopper friends with stories, 
songs and activities.

Cuentame Un Cuento
Thursdays, December 9 & 23, 11 a.m.
This is a series of virtual events that 
will include bilingual stories, books, 
songs, flannels and occasionally 
crafts.

I’m a Little Snowman
Tuesday, December 14, Noon
Who has a black hat, button nose, 
and two eyes made out of coal? A 
snowman! Enjoy snowy tales and 
activities.

Countdown to Winter
Tuesday, December 14, 11 a.m.
4-3-2-1! Winter is coming soon! 
Help us get ready for winter with 
fun stories, activities and crafts 
starring some of our favorite cold 
weather friends.

Are You a Dragonfly?
Tuesday, December 14, 10 a.m.
Calling all nature lovers! Let’s 
learn about the life cycle of our 
dragonfly friends with stories, 
songs and activities.

Yetis!
Wednesday, December 15, Noon
Let’s sing songs and read books 
about the mysterious, the snowy, 
the fuzzy yetis!

Yeti or Not!
Saturday, December 18, 11 a.m.
Befriend a yeti! Explore yetis 
and their environment through 
storytime and crafts.

Look I’m a Scientist!
Tuesday, December 21, Noon
You don’t need a white coat and 
a fancy lab to be a scientist. You 
already have all you need: your 
brain and amazing senses! Join 
us in mixing ingredients to make 
snow.

While I Sleep
Monday, December 27, 11 a.m.
Night frogs sing, owls hoot and 
trains rumble. Discover what 
happens at night while you sleep.

Growing Up WILD
Presented as a part of the 
Association of Fish & Wildlife 
Agencies Project WILD.

Backbone Bonanza
Wednesday, December 1, 11 a.m.
Children will learn about 
vertebrates and the characteristics 
that distinguish them through 
fact-filled stories, activities  
and a craft.

Bird Beak Buffet
Wednesday, December 8, 11 a.m.
Children will learn about the 
special functions of bird beaks 
through fact-filled stories, 
activities and a craft.

Oh, Deer!
Wednesday, December 15, 11 a.m.
Children will learn about habitats 
through fact-filled stories, 
activities and a craft.

Seed Need
Wednesday, December 22, 11 a.m.
Children will explore seeds as 
food for people and animals and 
learn how animals spread seeds.

Show Me the Energy
Wednesday, December 29, 11 a.m.
Children will discover that all 
animals, including people, 
depend on plants as a food 
source, either directly or indirectly.

Polar Bear Pals
Thursday, December 9, 11 a.m.

Preschoolers will learn about polar bears 
while strengthening early literacy skills 

through stories and a craft.
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CHILDREN’S (Ages 6–12)  ocls.info/kids

Spider-Man vs. the Universe
Wednesday, December 1, 3 p.m.
What is the Spider-verse? Can 
anyone be Spider-Man? Why do 
people love Spider-Man so much? 
Learn a little about the history of 
Spider-Man and make your own 
web shooter.

Wishing for Winter
Thursday, December 2, 4 p.m.
Wednesday, December 15, 4 p.m.
Celebrate the season with cool 
activities.

Drawing Club
Thursday, December 2, 5 p.m.
Try out new drawing techniques 
each month and experiment with 
your fellow artists.

Pajama Tales
Thursdays, December 2–30, 7 p.m.
Tuesdays, December 7–28, 7 p.m.
Get comfy and cozy! Wear your 
jammies, bring your favorite 
stuffed animal, and join us for an 
evening of stories, rhymes and 
songs. Recommended for families 
with children ages 4–8.

Kahoot Trivia
Tuesday, December 7, 3:30 p.m.
Learn little-known facts during this 
fun-filled trivia challenge. Topics 
include famous people, expensive 
cars, fun Florida facts, animals and 
more.

Sunshine State Jr. Book Club
Wednesday, December 8, 4 p.m.
Hear us read aloud one of the 
2021–2022 Sunshine State Jr. 
(K–2) books, and then enjoy an 
activity! This month we’re reading 
Peanut, Butter, and Crackers: Puppy 
Problems. Recommended for ages 
6–8.

Cuentacuentos Kids: Celebrate 
Winter with Tiana
Wednesday, December 8, 5 p.m.
Enjoy Winter with Princess Tiana. In 
this bilingual program children will 
learn Spanish words for the winter 
season with the help of Princess 
Tiana. Recommended for ages 6–8.

Holiday DIY Crafts
Thursday, December 9, 3 p.m.
Create handmade ornaments 
and greeting cards for the holiday 
season! Recommended for families 
with children ages 9–12.

Winter Wonderland
Thursday, December 9, 4 p.m.
Even though it’s not very cold, 
it really is winter! Enjoy winter 
themed stories and crafts to get 
into the spirit of colder weather. 
Recommended for ages 6–8.

Owl Animal Craft
Wednesday, December 15, 3 p.m.
Transform a regular toilet paper 
roll into a lovable owl friend! 
Recommended for ages 9–12.

Cuisine Corner Jr. – 
Snowman Snacks!
Thursday, December 16, 4:30 p.m.
Make some tasty snowmen to eat 
for winter treats! Learn to make 
different kinds of easy snowman 
snacks. Recommended for ages 
6–8. Caregiver participation is 
recommended.

Cookie Decorating
Monday, December 20, 4 p.m.
Frosting, sprinkles, candy and 
cookies … what more could you 
want? Express your creativity by 
decorating a sugary treat. Then 
enjoy the best part of all, eating it!

Afternoon Art
Wednesday, December 22, 4 p.m.
Let’s go on an art adventure! Learn 
about a different artist and artistic 
style, and then create your own 
masterpiece. Recommended for 
ages 6–8.

Pirates! All Aboard to Denmark
Thursday, December 30, 4:30 p.m.
All Aboard to explore Denmark 
with a quirky pirate crew! We’ll 
read The Snow Queen, sing Frozen 
themed sea shanties and dance 
our way to new adventures.

Pom Pom Pinecones
Saturday, December 18, 10:30 a.m.
Fun DIY holiday project where you 
learn how to decorate a pinecone  

with pom poms.
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MAYOR BUDDY’S BOOK CLUB END OF BOOK PARTY
Sunshine State Author Series Q&A: Theanne Griffith

Thursday, December 9, 4 p.m.
Join Orlando Mayor Buddy’s Book Club to celebrate the 
completion of the book The Magnificent Makers: How to Test 
a Friendship by Theanne Griffith. There will be a live Q&A 
with the author. Recommended for ages 8–12.

Theanne Griffith is a neuroscientist and the author of 
the STEM-themed chapter book series, The Magnificent 
Makers. She also co-writes the non-fiction series, The Why 
Files, which accompanies the Netflix animated series, Ada 
Twist, Scientist. Since she was a little girl, Theanne has loved 
both storytelling and science. Her books blend these 
two passions, taking young readers on out of this world 
adventures they’ll never forget. Theanne received her BA 
in neuroscience and Spanish from Smith College, and 
earned her doctorate in neuroscience from Northwestern 
University. She is currently an Assistant Professor at the 
University of California Davis, where she investigates how 
we detect bodily sensations like temperature and pain.

ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

Sponsored in part by the 
State of Florida, Department 
of State, Division of Arts 
and Culture and the Florida 
Council on Arts and Culture.
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BIZKIDS CLUB ONLINE

Ready to become an entrepreneur? The BizKids Club is an 
instructor-led virtual program that introduces participants to 
the world of business and entrepreneurship.

Join us for virtual and in-person sessions starting in January 
2022! For more information and to register, visit  
ocls.info/bizkids. Recommended for ages 9–14.

Embroidery for Teens
Tuesdays, December 14 & 28, 3 p.m.
Learn embroidery by using basic stitches 
and create a sampler. Materials for this class 
will be sent to you through home delivery. 
Recommended for ages 9–17.

It’s Sew Easy
Monday & Tuesday, December 20 & 28, 
9:30–11:30 a.m.
Take the fashion world by storm! We will 
teach you everything you need to know to 
start sewing like a pro. Materials for this class 
will be sent to you through home delivery. 
Recommended for ages 11–17.

Teen Art Adventures: 
Paper Chain Wall Hanging
Wednesday, December 22, 3 p.m.
Create a beautiful wall hanging to adorn your 
room using simple paper chains.

TEENS (Ages 13–18)  ocls.info/teens



LOCATIONS & HOURS           At this time, all locations closed on Sunday

BOOK DROP LOCATIONS

Orlando Public Library 
101 E. Central Blvd., Orlando, FL 32801
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Alafaya Branch 
12000 E. Colonial Dr., Orlando, FL 32826
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Chickasaw Branch
870 N. Chickasaw Trail, Orlando, FL 32825
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Eatonville Branch 
200 E. Kennedy Blvd., Eatonville, FL 32751
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Fairview Shores Branch 
902 Lee Road, Suite 26, Orlando, FL 32810
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Hiawassee Branch 
7391 W. Colonial Dr., Orlando, FL 32818
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

North Orange Branch 
1211 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL 32703
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

South Creek Branch 
1702 Deerfield Blvd., Orlando, FL 32837
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

South Trail Branch 
4600 S. Orange Blossom Tr., 
Orlando, FL 32839
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Southeast Branch 
5575 S. Semoran Blvd., Orlando, FL 32822
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Southwest Branch 
7255 Della Dr., Orlando, FL 32819
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Washington Park Branch 
5151 Raleigh St., Suite A., Orlando, FL 32811
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

West Oaks Branch & Genealogy Center
1821 E. Silver Star Rd., Ocoee, FL 34761
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Windermere Branch 
530 Main St., Windermere, FL 34786
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Winter Garden Branch 
805 E. Plant St., Winter Garden, FL 34787
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Horizon West Book Drop
Hamlin Town Center
14416 Shoreside Way, Winter Garden, FL 34787

Lake Nona Book Drop
Valencia College Lake Nona Campus
12350 Narcoossee Rd, Orlando, FL 32832

Materials placed in book drops are picked up and returned to the library Monday–Saturday.

OCLS Renewal Line

Take advantage of renewing your items and checking 
your account information via the 24/7 Renewal Line at 
407.316.0021.  Using your bar code number on your library 
card and on checked out items you can renew all items, or 
check on holds and fines.

BOOKS & BEYOND IS A MONTHLY LIBRARY EVENTS AND INFORMATION PUBLICATION SPONSORED BY THE FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY.

ocls.info | 407.835.7323

Those needing special accommodations 
due to a disability may arrange for 
assistance by contacting the location at 
least 7 days prior to the event.

SOCIAL MEDIA

HOLIDAY CLOSURES 
Christmas
All Locations: 
Friday & Saturday, December 24 & 25

Conmemoración del dia de Navidad
Todos las localidades: 
el viernes y sábado, 24 y 25 de deciembre

New Year’s
All Locations: 
Friday & Saturday, December 31 & January 1

Conmemoración del Año Nuevo
Todos las localidades: 
el viernes y sábado, 31 de deciembre y 1 de enero


