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From the Director
I

t has been more than four weeks since Orange
County Library System closed its doors due to the
threat of COVID-19. While a reopening date for the
library has yet to be announced, our staff is hard at
work keeping you connected to the world while you
shelter in place at home.
For our youngest customers, we have released
two new storytimes each week on YouTube that
parents can enjoy with their children. For our
adult customers, we have been operating live
online classes and inspiring videos made by our
staff showing you how to learn new things, like
how to bake bread or become a better writer. Our
librarians are hosting an open hour each week
where they’re taking questions on social media and
making reading recommendations. ESL classes and
genealogy webinars are being offered online. Our
social worker has been helping customers in need
by email and phone.
The silver lining in this scenario is that so many of
you have embraced our virtual services. Since our
closure on March 18:
•• 1,447 residents registered for new library cards
(a 164 percent increase compared to the same
time period last year).
•• 1,043 customers attended live online classes
(a 1,867 percent increase compared to the
same time period last year).
•• 214,144 items have been checked out through
our digital books, audiobooks, video, music and
magazine collections.
•• 291 children have participated in live virtual
storytelling sessions, offered in partnership with
Orange County Public Schools.

We are looking forward to getting back to normal
and opening our doors to serve you. In the
meantime, we are committed to providing you with
the best possible virtual services we can. In fact,
we’re even working on a plan to offer a full slate
of Summer Reading Program virtual events for all
ages. Keep up with our latest online offerings by
visiting us at ocls.info or following us on Facebook,
Instagram or Twitter.

Mary Anne Hodel
Library Director/CEO

comments@ocls.info

Support Local –
It’s Fashionable!
by Scottie Campbell, Marketing Specialist

D

uring this time, it has been heartening to see people
come together to support each other. One example is
an initiative from Impress Ink. The local printing company
launched an online t-shirt shop, OrlandoMerchStore.com,
to raise funds for local businesses which, at the time of this
writing, has raised more than $20,000.
To participate, businesses only need to submit their
design and help promote it, Impress Ink takes care of the
rest. For each shirt sold, $10 goes to the business and $2
goes to Second Harvest Food Bank, whose important work,
it goes without saying, has now become even more crucial.
In honor of National Library Week in April, we launched
our own shirt on Orlando Merch, which you can find here.
Sales of this shirt raises money for Friends of the Orange
County Library System. Since 1949, this
group of citizens has raised crucial funds for library
materials and programs.
A substantial part of Friends fundraising comes from
operating Gifts & Greetings and the bookstore at Orlando
Public Library, which are both closed at this time.

Our History Speaks Volumes:
Light Waves Sculpture
by Mike Donohue, Community Outreach & Administrative Coordinator

C

reated by artist Christopher Janney, Light Waves is a
unique glass sculpture comprised of four colored bands
that bathe the western facade of Orlando Public Library in
different spectrums of color depending on the position of
the sun. The sculpture also includes a series of touch plates
which, when pressed in a specific order, will cause the waves
to illuminate and a melody to play. Fans of the sculpture
might notice the sound hasn’t been working properly of late.
Have no fear, our Facilities team is working with Christopher
to make the repair.

We look forward to having Light Waves operational, and
for our customers to once again try to decipher the secret
pattern.
The sculpture was commissioned by Orange County
Library System and unveiled to the public on November 28,
2001. Recognized as an engaging and dynamic contribution
to the Orlando landscape, Light Waves received the
Downtown Orlando Partnership’s Golden Brick Award
in 2002.

Virtual Events
During our closure, the library is offering live
virtual events through various platforms, like
Zoom. Click on each event to find out how to
register, or visit ocls.info to find more virtual
events and classes!
Alafaya Book Club
Thursday, May 14, 7 p.m.
The Alafaya Book Club with virtually meet
and discuss The Little Prince by Antoine
de Saint-Exupéry.

Instant Pot Vietnamese
Tuesday, May 5, 6:30 p.m.
Qigong Movement
Local Chef Ha Roda, shares a traditional
and Breathing
Vietnamese recipe in one of her favorite new
Tuesday, May 19, 10 a.m.
kitchen appliances! This event will be taking
Jasmine Win shows basic qigong techniques
place live, so come and have some fun!
and how using them in your daily life can benefit your
Registration required.
health. Qigong is a crucial tool in Chinese medicine
which involves movement, breathing and meditation.  

Read It! Don’t Lose It: How to Regain
Your Focus While Reading
by Luis Rivera-Mercado, Community Relations Aide

I

magine you have just picked up a book from
your “books I need to read” list. You prepare
your favorite beverage and find the comfortable
spot on your couch. Enthusiastically, you open
the book and begin to read it, scanning through
the words. Halfway into the third paragraph your
brain remembers that recipe you were trying
to share with your neighbor that morning.
Wait, what did you just read? You forgot and
now you have to start from the beginning, but
shortly after it happens again. And then again.
WHY?!?
This has happened to all of us, including the
most attentive readers. Our minds lose focus
and become distracted with other thoughts, our
phones, other people, our pets, that loud bird
who lives outside of your window. One could
put blame on things like our cellphones, those
evil little devices that latch to our bodies and
refuse to let go until we have drained them. But
is it really the cellphone’s fault? With so much
opportunity for distraction, it’s hard to pinpoint
what is the exact cause to the lack of focal point.
Why are we so easily distracted and how can we
end this torment?
Luckily, there are ways to improve our focus
and be able to comprehend the material in our
hands. Through some trial and error mixed in
with a bit of research, I managed to learn a few
ways to work around the distractions and regain
laser-focus when reading. I’m not saying my
eyesight has improved, but you get the picture.
One way to improve focus is to read out loud.

Force yourself to enunciate each syllable. This
will help with comprehension and preventing
you from skimming through sentences. I
wouldn’t necessarily recommend doing this in a
public area or on the ride to work, so try this in
the comfort of your own home or somewhere
you won’t be distracting others.
Having a reading buddy or a reading group
is another great way to keep yourself in check.
Sharing those ‘AH-HA’ moments can help draw
attention to details you’ve missed and vice
versa. You can also write down notes from your
reading to share with your group to get better
perspectives on things you may have missed
out on. (Just make sure not to jot down any
notes in your library book.)
If you feel you are losing track of your
thoughts and concentration, take a break.
Getting some rest from reading helps you relax
and clear your mind from potential distractions,
clearing the way for the next part of your
reading. Yes, put the book down and relax.
Absorb what you have just read, grab a snack,
fold that stack of laundry you’ve been avoiding
or just rest your mind.
Reading little parts here and there is a
valuable way to retain information. If you know
you have some free time before your next
meeting, read a few pages of your book. It may
not seem like much, but the short intervals of
reading will add up and, before you know it,
you’ll have completed your book.
There will be books that you pick up which

have been strongly recommended to you or
just ones that catch your attention, you may not
find interesting. It’s OK. It happens and you can
put the book down. Finding books that interest
you will help keep your eyes on the words and
your fingers flipping through pages. Unless it’s a
school assignment or textbook, you don’t have
to read material that does not hold your interest.
Finding a comfortable, quiet place you
can keep concentration on is one of the
most important tips for me. Try not to pick
somewhere like your bed or desk where you
work. These places tend to be affiliated with
specific activities in your life, like sleeping and
work, and are areas where distractions are
more likely to happen. Having your designated
reading spot will be familiar to your mind,
allowing for better focus. Keep leisure reading in
your leisure spot and work reading at your desk.
When in doubt, go for the audiobook. You’re
not cheating the system by listening to an audio
version of your book. They’re great for those
who are limited with time and always on the
go. Whether you’re working out at the gym,
heading to your next destination, or simply
grabbing a quick bite, audio books can help you
enjoy your next read aurally.

Finding Your Song
Tuesday, May 26, 6:30 p.m.
Join Ross Malcolm Boyd in a songwriting workshop.
Beginners and experienced composers alike will walk
away with tools and new inspiration for approaching
songwriting.
Writers Corner Online
New videos posted to
YouTube and Instagram weekly
Every week in May, we’ll be posting a new writing tip
from an author or industry pro to inspire and encourage
aspiring authors at all levels. On Saturday, May 9, author
and martial arts instructor L.E. Perez will help you put
your reader into the action by revving up your writing
in her workshop, Adding Oomph to Action Scenes.
Our monthly writers group will be meeting virtually on
Sunday, May 17. Registration required. See all the videos
and upcoming classes at ocls.info/writerscorner.

LEARN A LANGUAGE
& CITIZENSHIP INSPIRED
Spanish from Zero: Basics
Tuesdays, 4 p.m.
Learn the basic sounds of Spanish so you can speak
and be understood. Although accents may vary,
having a basic proper pronunciation is the key to start
communicating effectively in Spanish. Registration
required.
Spanish from Zero: Intermediate
Thursdays, 4 p.m.
Learn to put together words and phrases so that you
can communicate immediately in Spanish. Registration
required.
Citizenship Inspired
Tuesdays, May 5–26, 2–4 p.m.
Wednesdays, May 6–27, 2–4 p.m.
This four-week virtual series will prepare you to become
a U.S. citizen. Learn everything you’ll need to know
to pass the U.S. Naturalization (Citizenship) Test and
Interview. Registration required.

CONNECT WITH THE LIBRARY
Open Hour with a Librarian
Thursdays, 2 p.m.
Get real-time recommendations
from OCLS Librarians on what to
read next or what to read on specific
topics through Facebook or Twitter.
Social Worker @ The Library
Our Social Worker is available to
assist with social and government
services. Email your questions
to referencecentral@ocls.info.

Reference & Research Help
OCLS Librarians are here to help
with your reference and research
questions. Email your questions
to referencecentral@ocls.info.
Virtual Book Display
libguides.ocls.info/virtualdisplay
Enjoy browsing e-books and digital
audiobooks on curated topics.

Live Online Classes
Become an Excel wizard, learn to use Photoshop,
find out how to use QuickBooks Pro to do your
books and more. Visit ocls.info/online to view the
schedule and sign up for a live online class.
Dates, times and class offerings vary.
Exceed with Excel
Analyze, display and share data quickly and easily with
Microsoft Excel. Whether it’s your first time creating a
spreadsheet or you’re ready to analyze thousands of data
points with a PivotTable, there’s a class for you.
Make It Photoshop Perfect
Perfect your Adobe Photoshop skills with classes for
beginners and beyond. From opening Photoshop for the
first time to working with advanced effects, learn new
Photoshop skills from the comfort of home.
Powerful PowerPoint Presentations
Power up your presentations with Microsoft PowerPoint.
Go from creating basic presentations to wowing your
audience with custom layouts and graphics with this
series of classes.

Virtual Fiber
Arts Events
Get tips for your next sewing project, attend
a virtual fiber arts meetup and more. Visit
ocls.info/fiberarts to view the schedule and sign
up for a live online class. Dates, times and class
offerings vary.
Fiber Arts Fridays
Fridays, 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.
Join us every Friday in May for new fiber arts classes.
Hang out virtually with other enthusiasts while creating
fun projects and learning new skills.
May Meetups
Our Meetups have gone online! Have a great time
mingling virtually with other Central Florida fiber artists
while working on your craft. Be sure to bring your work
in progress, yarn and tools. All levels are welcome.
Stash Busters
It’s time to bust out your stash. Attend virtual fiber arts
events where we create fun projects with fabric and yarn
that you already own.

Melrose Center
Melrose Instructor Videos
facebook.com/MelroseOrlando
Looking for useful tips regarding activities you might
pursue when visiting the Melrose Center? Melrose
Instructors post short, daily videos with tips on art,
audio/video production, photo composition, vocal
training and more, with helpful text and narration to
lead you through easily digestible lessons.
Melrose in the Mix on WUCF-TV
video.wucftv.org/show/melrose-mix
Melrose in the Mix sessions feature standout
musicians performing and recording for intimate
audiences in the Melrose Center Audio Studio.
In partnership with WUCF-TV, select sessions
are broadcast as half-hour TV shows. Watch
performances and interviews from past sessions
featuring Terri Binion, The Pauses, Steve Garron and
AMiAM.
Reel to Real Podcast
Listen on your favorite podcast app,
at reeltoreal.libsyn.com, or watch on Youtube
Our Reel to Real podcast, co-hosted by Grammy
Award-winning audio engineer Bruce Hensal and
Melrose Audio Instructors, features both local
standouts and national figures in the music industry.
Tune in to this unique program, where the stories
behind the board go on record.

Nuevo en la biblioteca

Genealogy
Finding Your Roots
Whether you are just starting out
or an experienced family history
researcher, these weekly live virtual
classes presented by West Oaks Branch
Library and Genealogy Center staff
will help you discover new methods
and techniques for tracking down the
information you need.

Digging Up Land Records
Tuesday, May 5, 1 p.m.
Learn about deeds, mortgages, platting
and surveys. Discover the difference
between metes and bounds states and
public land record states.
Estates, Wills & Probate Records
Tuesday, May 12, 1 p.m.
Learn what these records are, where
they are located and how to best utilize
them in your family history research.

Immigration Records
Tuesday, May 19, 1 p.m.
Immigration records are an incredibly
rich source of information for the
family historian. Learn more about your
family’s history by using passenger lists
and naturalization records.

Hablar con extraños
por Malcolm Gladwell
Malcolm Gladwell, presentador del
podcast Historia Revisionista y autor del
libro #1 de las superventas de New York
Times, Outliers, ofrece una examinación
potente de nuestras interacciones con
extraños y porqué frecuentemente nos
salen mal.

Church and Cemetery Records
Tuesday, May 26, 1 p.m.
Discover what types of information
are contained in these records, how to
access them and how they can help
enhance your family history research.

Inside Out: Mi Historia
por Demi Moore
Las memorias de Demi Moore han
sorprendido al mundo entero por su
honestidad y profundidad. La actriz no
se deja nada y nos explica los detalles
mas oscuros de su vida. Por fin la gran
estrella de Hollywood nos cuenta su
propia historia en unas memorias
asombrosas, intimas y repletas de
emotividad.

Frida: Una biografia
de Frida Kahlo
por Hayden Herrera
La mejor biografía que se ha
escrito sobre Frida Kahlo, la
pintora mexicana por excelencia.
Esta edición ampliamente
revisada de la biografía de la
pintora mexicana por excelencia
nos revela a una mujer con un
magnetismo y una originalidad
legendarios, cuya vida fue tan
dramática y obsesiva como las
imágenes que pintaba.

Volver a vivir
por Danielle Steel
La incomparable Danielle
Steel nos brinda una historia
inspiradora sobre una mujer
que pierde a su amor, su
casa y su libertad y tiene
que aprender a vivir de
nuevo.

Gente normal
por Sally Rooney
traducción de Inga
Pellisa
Después
de Conversaciones entre
amigos, Sally Rooney
vuelve a deslumbrarnos
con una historia
sobre la fascinación
mutua entre
dos personas
que no consiguen
encontrarse.

Youth Events
We have virtual events for kids of all ages. Click one of the events listed her for more information,
or to register. You can also visit ocls.info to find more great virtual events and programs!
EARLY LEARNING
Live Virtual Storytime
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 10 a.m.
OCLS is hosting live storytime
sessions via Zoom! Children
can develop early literacy and
language skills through songs,
stories, activities, movement,
finger plays and more with our
storytellers. Registration required.

Video Storytimes
New videos posted on
Wednesdays & Fridays
youtube.com/oclsvideos
Your kids’ favorite library
storytellers share stories, songs and
activities you can enjoy at home.
Come move, sing and play with
us on our YouTube channel to
find new storytimes, or play your
favorites over and over again!

Mother Goose on the Loose
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
Mother Goose on the Loose is a
skills packed program to teach
babies all about literacy and to
teach caregivers about continuing
the learning at home using
rhymes, songs, puppets and more.
Recommended for babies 0–18
months. Registration required.

Caregivers Connect
Connect with other caregivers to meet
and mingle. Encourage your little one
to say hello to new and old friends as
we explore creativity through songs and
an activity. This is a caregiver and child
participation event. Registration required.

Our Summer Reading Program is going virtual!
Fun and educational virtual events and activities will
be available online for kids and adults all summer.
Visit ocls.info/srp for more information!

CHILDRENS
One Book, One Community:
The One and Only Ivan
Orange County Library System is excited
to be participating in One Book, One
Community with Orlando Sentinel. This
year’s book is The One and Only Ivan by
Katherine Applegate. We have created a
virtual program for families to participate
in from the comfort and safety of your
home. Join our Beanstack Challenge to
complete activities and earn your One
Book One Community Beanstack badge!
Families can read this book from home
through several of the library’s digital
platforms. Do not worry if you’re not able
to read the book, you can still participate
in challenge activities.
Check Out The One and Only Ivan:
Hoopla (audiobook only)
RBdigital (audiobook only)
Axis 360 (e-book)
OverDrive (e-book)
OverDrive (e-book en Español)
TWEENS & TEENS
Hero Spark Adventures
Tuesdays in May, 3 p.m.
Learn everything you need to play,
host and create your own Dungeons &
Dragons online events by utilizing a free
online gaming platform and engaging
with other players. Recommended
for tweens and teens, ages 13–17.
Registration required.

VIRTUAL LIBRARY CARD
Do you have a child that needs to research a project
but you don’t know what websites to trust? Are you
running low on books for your child to read around
the house? Every student enrolled in an Orange
County Public School has a Virtual Library Card
(VLC). Students’ usernames are their personal
student ID numbers (beginning with 480) and their
passwords are their birthdate in mmddyyyy format (e.g.
11152007). Visit ocls.info/VLC to explore
all the databases your student can access.

