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NEA Big Read 2023 kicks off at Orange County Library System 
OCLS hosts programs featuring Ross Gay’s poetry collection, Catalog of Unabashed Gratitude 

 
  
[Orlando, Florida — March 15, 2023] Orange County Library System launches its National Endowment 
for the Arts Big Read program on Sunday, April 2, 2023 at 2 p.m. This year, OCLS, in partnership with 
Valencia College, highlights Catalog of Unabashed Gratitude, a collection by poet and author Ross Gay, 
who will deliver a keynote at the kickoff event on April 2. 
 
Orange County Library System is one of 62 not-for-profit organizations to receive a grant to host an NEA 
Big Read project between 2022-2023. Showcasing a diverse range of contemporary titles that reflect 
many different voices and perspectives, the NEA Big Read aims to inspire conversation and discovery. 
Orange County Library System has chosen to celebrate Ross Gay’s poetry collection, Catalog of 
Unabashed Gratitude. Events highlighting the message of meditation and joy found in Catalog of 
Unabashed Gratitude will take place at all 15 library locations between April 2–30, 2023.  
 
Ross Gay is the author of four books of poetry: Against Which; Bringing the Shovel Down; Be Holding, 
winner of the PEN American Literary Jean Stein Award; and Catalog of Unabashed Gratitude, winner of 
the 2015 National Book Critics Circle Award and the 2016 Kingsley Tufts Poetry Award. His first 
collection of essays from 2019, The Book of Delights, was a New York Times bestseller. Inciting Joy, his 
newest collection of essays, was released by Algonquin in October of 2022. 
  
Registration for the keynote/kickoff event with Ross Gay at Orlando Public Library on April 2 is not 
required to attend. Guests that register will receive a copy of the book Catalog of Unabashed Gratitude.  
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NEA Big Read is a program of the National Endowment for the Arts in partnership with Arts Midwest. 
 
Sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Arts and Culture, the Florida 
Council on Arts and Culture, and the National Endowment for the Arts. 
  
You can view a full calendar of events for the NEA Big Read in Orange County at ocls.info/bigread or call 
the library at 407.835.7323 for more information.  
  
About Orange County Library System  
Orange County Library System is a public library system that operates 15 locations in Orange County, Florida. Its 
mission is to create a learning environment that fosters personal growth and development so that customers have 
opportunities to learn, explore and become the best that they can be. For more information about the Orange 
County Library system, visit ocls.info. Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.  
  
About the National Endowment for the Arts 
Established by Congress in 1965, the National Endowment for the Arts is the independent federal agency whose 
funding and support gives Americans the opportunity to participate in the arts, exercise their imaginations, and 
develop their creative capacities. Through partnerships with state arts agencies, local leaders, other federal 
agencies, and the philanthropic sector, the Arts Endowment supports arts learning, affirms and celebrates 
America’s rich and diverse cultural heritage, and extends its work to promote equal access to the arts in every 
community across America. Visit arts.gov to learn more.  
  
Arts Midwest promotes creativity, nurtures cultural leadership, and engages people in meaningful arts experiences, 
bringing vitality to Midwest communities and enriching people’s lives. Based in Minneapolis, Arts Midwest connects 
the arts to audiences throughout the nine-state region of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, North 
Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, and Wisconsin. One of six non-profit regional arts organizations in the United States, 
Arts Midwest’s history spans more than 35 years. For more information, visit artsmidwest.org.  
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